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the position he was in, a position made more acute
because the arrangement made by general consent of
roundly opposing the handing over of the Naval Base
to Lieut.-Col. Galan, had not been kept.

These events on shore started some confusion among
the crews of the Navy, and soon increased their state of
nervousness considerably, as was shown in the radio
despatches which were shortly exchanged between the
Admiral and other Commanders. At ten o'clock the
Commissar of the torpedo boat Ulloa informed the
Admiral that an observer had seen the Commander of the
Lepanto giving instructions in company with a group of
Falangists, who said they had taken over the naval broad-
casting station. At 10.15 the Admiral, in view of the
gravity of the situation and probably to calm everyone's
nerves, sent out the following radio message:

"By order of the Command. There is absolute normality
here. Nothing is happening. The Fleet is at the orders
of the Government"

There is no doubt that the Naval Broadcasting Station
was in the hands of the Nationalists, since at 10.50 the
Commander of the torpedo boat Ulloa enquired by radio
from the Admiralty if they had heard that radio station
working with that of Cadiz, and giving a Nationalist
broadcast direct to Republican soldiers.

The Admiralty at 10.56 sent out to all ships the following
message:
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